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Research Idea vs. Research Topic 

#researchcoachinSS 

Research 
Idea Research

Topic  

• A research idea refers to a phenomenon that you 

observe from everyday life situation 

• A research topic refers to a(n) technical/academic 

term that you obtain from academic literature   



First Framework to find good research question(s)
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First framework: Example 
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•  A famous MC posts a status on his personal Facebook to 
promote for a product/service 

Research Idea  

• Celebrity endorsement,  social media advertisement  Research topic 

• No prior literature has addressed on the difference between 
the effectiveness of celebrity endorsement on social media 
vs. poster (non-social media) 

Research gap

• To investigate the different impacts of celebrity 
endorsement on social media vs. poster 

Research objective

• What are the difference between the impacts of celebrity 
endorsement on social media vs poster ? 

Research questions 



First framework: Example 
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Only one related 

document was found in 

November 2016



First framework: Example 
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Old research gap 
statement 

• No prior 
literature has 
addressed on 
the difference 
between the 
effectiveness of 
celebrity 
endorsement on 
social media vs. 
poster (non-
social media) 

New research gap 
statement 

• Only few 
literatures have 
addressed on 
the difference 
between the 
effectiveness of 
celebrity 
endorsement on 
social media vs. 
poster (non-
social media) 
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Second Framework to find research question(s)

Research 
Idea 

Research 
Topic 

Research 
Problem/Gap 

Research 
objective/goal

Research 
question

Found in the 

existing 

literature 

Observed in 

Everyday practice to see 

whether data is available  
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
Review/Conceptual papers  

Review Revision Revisiting 

Overview
Past, Present 
and Future 

Current Trends 
in …

Bibliometrics Scientometrics Meta Analysis 
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
Review/Conceptual papers  
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
Review/Conceptual papers  
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
Review/Conceptual papers  
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
Call for Papers of Special Issues/Conferences   
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Sources of research topics and problems/gaps: 
White papers/Technical Reports    



Second framework: Example 



Second framework: Example 

“This research provides several 

theoretical advancements. First, it 

answers Asmare and Zewdie's 

(2022) call for theory‐driven 

research

in the omnichannel field. It 

contributes to signaling theory 

research by focusing on how 

consumers process a set of 

congruent signals.”
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Q&A

hiep@researchcoach.edu.vn  

https://orcid.org/0000-

0003-3300-7770
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